TEASER
FADE | N:
I NT. PRESS BRI EFI NG ROOM - NI GHT

C.J. CREGG Wite House Press Secretary, |eans against the
podium She's friendly and confident and in a good nood.
Unli ke nost, this particular day has been rather worry-free,
for her, anyway.

C J.
One last rem nder: tonorrow the
surviving astronauts of the Apollo
programw ||l be visiting the Wite
House to di scuss preparations for
the events cel ebrating the 40th
anni versary of man first wal king on
t he moon, which occurred on July 20,
1969 as part of the Apollo 11 m ssion,
in case you were wondering. They'l
be neeting with Toby Ziegler and
nyself and will then visit briefly
wth the President.

She notices a reporter's hand is raised.

C.J. (CONT' D)
Yeah? Chris?

CHRI S
Is it safe to assunme there will be
phot 0s?

C. J.
Vell, it wouldn't be nmuch of a photo-

op if there weren't, now would it?
The press pool | augh.

C.J. (CONT' D)

Lastly, | know in these trying
econom c tines you and your news
directors are all worried about the
financial viability of your various
newspapers and broadcasts. 1'd like
to help you out by going and digging
up sone real news to give you
tonorrow, so if there are no further
questions...

(pauses for the

slightest of nonents)
That's a full lid. Thank you, and
"Il see you at tonorrow norning' s
briefing.



She shuts her portfolio and exits the podi um
CUT TO
I NT. WEST W NG HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

CJ. is quickly walking to her office, obviously pleased
wth herself. A reporter rushes to catch up with her. It's
DANNY CONCANNON from t he Washi ngton Post, wi th whom C. J.
shares an intense nutual attraction

DANNY
CJ., wait up!

C J.
Can't, Danny. |It's the mddle of
the week and I m ght get out of here
before today turns into tonorrow.
Mnor mracles like this cannot go
unappr eci at ed.

DANNY
Yeah. |'msure they can't.

C J.
I"mserious, Danny. You should go
home, or better yet...

DANNY
Better what?
C J.
Not hi ng.
DANNY
Listen. You were good in there.
C J.
I know.
DANNY
So, let me ask you sonething.
C J.
| told you. 1 can't. Mmnor mracles.

Remenber? Besides, that's why |
t ake questi ons.

They arrive at CJ.'S OFFICE. She goes around her desk,
sits in her chair, and feeds her goldfish, Gail, which Danny
gave her, incidentally.

DANNY
CJ., I'ma Pulitzer winner...



C J.
(interrupting)
I know. |'minpressed.
DANNY

(conti nui ng)
And for that reason, there's just
some questions I'd rather not ask in
front of the rest of the corps.

C J.
(intrigued)
Li ke. .

DANNY

(uncharacteristically

i nsecure)
Li ke... does the Wite House have
concrete evidence of life on other
pl anets that they've been hiding for
decades and know edge of current
extraterrestrial visitations that
could be threatening the nationa
security of the United States?

C.J. looks at Danny dunfounded. Danny smiles back at her
sheepi shly.

C J.
This is a joke, right? 1've actually
had a good day and you and Billy
have decided to see if you can't
ruin it with a joke.

DANNY
I'"mnot joking. 1In a recent speech,
former astronaut Edgar Mtchell said,

quot e:

(consults his notes)
"It is nowtine to put away this
enmbargo of truth about the alien

presence. "
C. J.
Aliens, Danny? Cone on!
DANNY
He went on to say, "I call upon our

government to open up and becone a
part of this planetary community

that is nowtrying to take our proper
role as a spacefaring civilization.
We are being visited."

Danny | ooks up fromhis notes at C.J. who sinply stares back
at himfor a nonent.



C J.
(exasper at ed)
Wiere did he give the speech?

DANNY
Gai t her sburg, Maryl and.
C. J.
| mean to whom
DANNY
A conference of UFQ ogi sts.
C. J.
UFQA ogi sts?
DANNY
Yeah.
C. J.
They' d be experts in UFA ogy?
DANNY
Yeah.
C. J.
Doesn't the -logy suffix nean "the
study of ?"
DANNY
Yeah.
C. J.

How can there be experts in a field
that i s supposed to be studying
sonet hing that they thenselves can't
even prove exists?

DANNY
| don't know. Maybe that's their
poi nt .

C.J. smrks at Danny.

C. J.
Danny, you don't have to nake
sonmet hing up just so you can cone
back here and talk to ne.

DANNY
I know.

C J.
Danny. . .



DANNY

Look, I'mnot witing the story. |
don't have to. It's already out
there. 1'mjust giving you a heads
up.

C J.
This is ridicul ous.

DANNY
It's going to be a thing, C J.

C J.
It's absolutely not.

DANNY
It is.

C J.

How can you say that?

DANNY
(indicating his notes)
Because a cel ebrated astronaut said
t hi s.

C J.
For mer astronaut.
DANNY
What ?
C J.
You said he was a former astronaut.
DANNY
Right. Fornmer.
C J.
And you just now said he's cel ebrated.
DANNY
The man wal ked on the noon, C. J.
CJ.
(slowy realizing the
rel evance)
Edgar M tchell wal ked on the nmoon?
DANNY
Yeah.
C J.

(not wanting to hear
t he answer)
What m ssion?



DANNY
Apol [ o 14.

CJ.
(to no one in
particul ar)
This is going to be a thing.

DANNY
Yeabh.
C. J.
So nmuch for m nor mracles.
DANNY
Yeabh.
C. J.
Car ol !
MAI N TI TLES.
END OF TEASER
ACT ONE

FADE | N:
I NT. BULLPEN QUTSI DE JOSH S OFFI CE - LATER

C.J. enters with her face buried in a thick file.

SMASH CUT TGO

She nearly

runs over DONNA MOSS, Special Assistant to the Deputy Chief

of Staff.

C J.
(startled)
OCh! Donna. |'msorry. | didn't
see you there.

DONNA
It's okay. No need for ne to start
bei ng noticed around here now.

C. J.
(indicating Josh's
of fi ce door, which
is closed)
Is he in?

Fromw thin the office cones the ranting of JOSH
Wi te House Chief of Staff.

LYMAN Deputy



JOSH (0. S.)

(yel l'ing)
Those m ddling, small-m nded, redneck,

ri ght-w ng, pork-bellied hacks!!

DONNA
Yes. He's in. | thought you were
| eavi ng.

C J.

| was, but it turns out while nmracles
don't exist, aliens mght.

DONNA
Oh.

Suddenly, the door to Josh's office sw ngs open and he energes
wth a |l one sheet of paper in his hand. H's shirt is
winkled. His tieis |loosened. His hair is wld. Heis
furious and | ooks around scanning the room for someone on
whom he can rel ease his wath.

JOSH
Donnal!

DONNA
Her e.

Donna stands as Josh approaches. Wile he gives her orders
she straightens his tie and hands hima fresh cup of coffee.

JOSH
I want you to call the offices of
Represent atives Bachus, Harper and
Young and tell themthat Josh Lyman
wants to see themtonight! Tel
them that Josh Lyman says they can
take the White House to task for
TARP all they want, but it was their
boy who got us in this nmess in the
first place! Tell themthat Josh
Lyman isn't going to | et sonme unholy
trinity of right-wing, religious
conservatismhold the world' s nost
influential econony hostage while
t hey grandstand for their hillbilly
constituents, that Josh Lyman is
going to see to it personally that
their entire agendas never see the
inside of a conmttee hearing if a
vote doesn't happen by the end of
t he week!

DONNA
(teasingly flirting)
oh. Wio is this Josh Lyman? He
sounds so powerful and authoritative.



JOSH
(cal m ng down)
Just get them here. You can |eave
out all the other stuff. [I'Il tel
t hem nysel f.

Josh turns to go back into his office.

DONNA
Josh. .

JOSH
Yeah?

DONNA

Change your shirt before they get
here. That one's starting to snell.

JOSH
Yeah.

DONNA
And maybe | ose the whole third person
t hi ng.

JOSH
Yeah.

DONNA
And Josh. ..

JOSH
What ?

DONNA

(indicating CJ.)
C J."s here to see you

JOSH
(noticing C.J. for
the first tine)
Right. Hey. Cone on in.

C.J. follow Josh into his office. He sips his coffee and
begi ns | oosening his tie again.

C J.
Hillbilly constituents?
JOSH
Yeah. | know. "Backwoods" m ght be

nore appropriate considering the
states they represent. Wat you
got ?

C J.
What do you know about Aliens?



JOSH
Someone at INS say sonething stupid
agai n?

C. J.
No, I mean... space aliens.

JOSH
Space aliens?

C. J.
Yeah. How famliar are you with
t hent?

JCsH
| saw Star Wars a couple of tines
when | was a kid.

C. J.
"' m serious.

JOSH
No you're not.

C. J.
I am |'mgetting questions.

JOSH
Fr om whon?

C. J.
Danny.

JOSH

Danny? He's yanking your chain.

C. J.
He's not. The story's already out
t here.

JOSH
What is?

C J.
Edgar Mtchell, a forner Apollo
astronaut, is claimng that we're
not only hiding the existence of
aliens but recent visits by them

JCsH
(sarcastically)
To the Wite House?

C. J.
No. To Earth. Be serious.
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JCOSH
It's hard, C. J.

She stares hi m down.

JOSH (CONT' D)
Okay. You said this is out there.

C. J.
Yeah.

JOSH
This is being carried by reputable
news sources, not sone bl ogger from
Al abarma or sonet hi ng?

C J.
That's right.

JOSH
Who?

C J.

Fox News has it today and the
Washington Tines had it yesterday.

JOSH
| said "reputable,” C J.

C J.
This is going to be a thing, Josh.

JOSH
(sighs)
Ckay. What do you want to do?

C J.
|'ve got sone ideas, but | want to
take it to Leo.

Josh | ooks at C.J. for a noment. He resigns hinself to it,
and consults his watch.

JOSH
Ckay. We haven't pissed himoff in
a couple of hours. Let's go.

CUT TO
I NT. VWH TE HOUSE COVMUNI CATI ONS OFFI CES - MOMENTS LATER

SAM SEABORN, Deputy Wite House Communi cations Director, sits
diligently typing away on his |laptop. H's concentration is
repeatedly interrupted by a steady stream of thunps against
his office wall. He looks up fromhis screen towards the

wi ndow that [ooks in to the office of his boss, TOBY ZlI EGLER
Whi t e House Conmuni cations Director.
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A red rubber ball bounces loudly off of the glass. Sam knows
he's bei ng beckoned. He gets up fromhis desks and wal ks
around into Toby's office.

SAM
W' re back at this again?

TOBY
(curtly, as if he
knows of any ot her
way to be)
Did you see it?

SAM

Yes, and | thought it was fine.
TOBY

Fi ne?
SAM

Yeah. It was good.
TOBY

Vell, was it fine or was it good?
SAM

(carefully choosing
hi s words)

| thought it was really very fine

and good.
TOBY

It's amazing you' re a speechwiter

SAM
My skills astound even ne.

TOBY
He fl ubbed the tenth paragraph.

SAM
He didn't flub it.

TOBY
Hs mnd wasn't in it.

SAM
Adm ttedly, there are a few ot her
things going on that require his
attention.

Toby gets out of his chair and begi ns pacing.

TOBY
He was speaking to the environnental
| obby on Earth Day of all days and
( MORE)
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TOBY ( CONT' D)
instead of "reduce, reuse, recycle,"”
he said, "these are the days to
adrmoni sh the whol e of |iving souls
to abate our squander, to bestow
fresh efficiency upon that which has
been habitually omtted for far too
| ong and to recover, reclaimand
reprocess what m ght be sal vaged
fromthe remmants of the protraction
of nodern progress.”

SAM
He i nprovi sed.

TOBY
He turned a sound byte into a Chekhov
nonol ogue.

SAM
Sounds nore |like |Ibsen to ne.

TOBY
He used three other words with the
prefix re-!

SAM
At | east he denobnstrated a good
vocabul ary.

TOBY
| don't know what we're doing anynore.
It use to be the case of Dr. Jeckyll
and Uncle Fluffy, but now, if it's
not Uncle Fluffy, it's the Amazing
Meni al ogos, Thesaurus in Chief.

SAM
| thought it was fine.

Toby stops in his tracks and cuts his eyes at Sam

SAM ( CONT' D)
Good. | thought it was good.

Toby rears back to throw the ball at Sam when their
conversation is interrupted by NANCY, one of their assistants.

NANCY
I"msorry, Toby, Sam

SAM
Ch, thank God.

NANCY
Leo wants you in his office right
away .
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Sam | ooks at Toby who throws his rubber ball at the T.V.
CUT TO
INT. LEO S OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER

LEO MCGARRY, White House Chief of Staff, stands behind his
desk reading a nunber of highly inportant reports and briefs
si mul taneously. Josh and C. J. stand before him waiting
patiently. Leo |ooks up fromhis reading and yells for his
assi stant.

LEO
Mar gar et !

MARGARET, Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff, quickly
enters. She's an odd, bird-Iike wonman.

LEO ( CONT' D)

| thought | told you to get Toby and
Sam over here.

MARGARET
You did.

Toby and Sam wal k i n behind Margaret.

SAM
Here we are.

MARGARET
And | did.

LEO

Thank you, Margaret.

Margaret exits closing the door behind her. Toby now begins
pacing in Leo's office.

TOBY
Did you see it?

LEO
Yeah.

TOBY

He fl ubbed the tenth paragraph.

JOSH
I thought it was fine.

Sam signals Josh to shut up while Toby | ooks |ike he could
kill his friend.

LEO
Any good news?



Toby has fi

SAM
W' re recommendi ng the President now
be known as Thesaurus in Chief.

LEO
Yeah. | don't think that's going to
happen.

nal |y stopped pacing.

TOBY
(to C. J.)
| thought you were going hone.

C. J.
I was. Until..

TOBY
Until what?

JOSH
The Washi ngton Tinmes and Fox News
are reporting that an Apoll o astronaut
has confirmed the existence of
extraterrestrial life and is accusing
the U S. governnment of a nassive
conspiracy to cover up and w thhol d
this information fromthe public at
| ar ge.

TOBY
VWhi ch astronaut ?

C. J.
Edgar Dean Mtchell of Apollo 14.

SAM
Is he credibl e?

JCOSH
Aside fromhis belief in UFO s?

C J.
Wl l, he was a Navy test pilot, holds
a Doctor of Science in Aeronautics
and Astronautics along with four
honorary doctorates from Carnegie
Mel | on, New Mexico State, University
of Akron and Enbry-Ri ddl e Aeronauti cal
University. He serves as the chairman
of the advisory board for the
Institute for Cooperation in Space
and has published multiple tines
i ncludi ng a book on the dyadic nodel
of reality.

14.
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SAM
So, yes.

TOBY
He's credible, and he'll be in the
White House tonmobrrow to neet with
C.J. and ne.

C. J.

Not to nention the President.

JOSH
That's not going to happen anynore.

LEO
Let's not get ahead of oursel ves.

JOSH
Leo, you can't |let sonme nut shake
hands with the President and pose
for pictures.

LEO
He's not sonme nut, Josh. He's a
decorated pilot and a national hero.
Show a little respect.

Josh | ooks both shamed and fl abbergasted at the sane tine.
The roomsits silent for a nonent.

SAM
Vell, did we.
TOBY
Did we what?
SAM
Did we cover up the existence of
extraterrestrial life?
TOBY
(chuckl i ng)

O course not.

He

| ooks around the roomat all the other faces and grows a
littl

€ Nore serious.

TOBY ( CONT' D)
Ri ght ?
(waits for a response
t hat doesn't cone)
Leo. Right?

LEO
O course not. W didn't cover
anyt hi ng up.



Everyone begins to show their relief, until...

LEO ( CONT' D)
That doesn't nean that soneone el se
didn't.

JOSH
You' ve got to be kidding ne.

LEO
['mjust saying we don't know and we
need to find out.

TOBY
What do you want us to do?

LEO
Ckay. Toby, | want you to find out
absol utely everything you can about
Edgar Mtchell. You're going to run
into sonme classified info above your
cl earance but go as far as you can.
C.J., I want to know what ever anyone
el se knows and is reporting and where
they're getting their information

C J.
No probl em

LEO
Josh, coordinate with NASA, C A
NSA, and the Joint Chiefs. Get them
all in a roomand get them talking.
Then tell nme what you find out.

JOSH
Leo. ..

LEO
It's good that you're skeptical
Josh. Just don't show your disdain
t oo nuch.

JOSH
Ckay, but we need sone way to find
out exactly what was said at this
meet i ng.

SAM

I mght can hel p out there.
LEO

How?
SAM

| can talk to Bob Engler.

16.
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LEO
VWho?

JOSH
You know, Sams guy from Bi g Bl ock
of Cheese Day.

C. J.
Wasn't this the guy trying to report
a weat her balloon in Hawaii as
possible first contact wwth an alien
speci es?

SAM
Yes.

TOBY
Don't forget he also wanted perm ssion
to tour Fort Knox to see if we were
hiding a flying saucer there.

SAM
That's true, too, but he's legit and
sincere and if there's sonething to
this, he'll knowit.

LEO
Whatever. Talk to the space guy.
Now, listen up, all of you. We've
got real problens right now that |
don't need to lay out for you. Let's
see if we can't keep everyone's focus
on addressing the issues on this
pl anet before we start worrying about
t hose on another. Ckay?

Everyone sinply stands | ooking at Leo.

LEO ( CONT' D)
Go. Go on. Do your jobs.

Everyone begins to |l eave with their various assignnments.

LEO ( CONT' D)
Mar gar et !

CUT TO
I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER
PRESI DENT JOSI AH BARTLETT st ands behi nd the Resol ute Desk.

He is signing various docunments being presented to him by
CHARLI E YOUNG, his body man.



PRESI DENT BARTLETT
What | don't understand, Charlie, is
this: even if Gobal Warmng is a
nyth, if there's no hole in the ozone
and greenhouse gases are the stuff
of | egend, though a few hundred Nobel
Prize winners agree that's not the
case, and I know a thing or two about
Nobel Prize winners, but even if
t hose things were the case, what's
the issue with encouraging people
around the globe to take better care
of our planet? Wat is the harm
there? Wy do so nmany of our
col | eagues from across the aisle
take such issue with it? Explain
that to ne.

CHARLI E
| really can't, sir.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Be sure to |l et nme know when you can.
I"d really like to stick it to them

CHARLI| E
Yes, sir. I will.

President Bartlett finishes signing the papers.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
VWhat's next?

CHARLI E
Just sone phone calls.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Al right. Let's do those fromthe
resi dence.

CHARLI E
Yes, sir. |'ll have them forwarded
up. WII there be anything el se,
M. President?

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
No. That's all. Thank you, Charlie.

Charlie exits to the outer office while Leo enters fromthe
opposite side through the door |leading to his ow office.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT ( CONT' D)
Ah, Leo.

LEO
Good evening, M. President.



PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Leo, |'mhearing runors that two
real wars and threats from North
Korea and lIran aren't enough anynore,
t hat now we' re consi dering being
invaded by little green nen from
Mar s.

LEO
We're not sure what color they are
or fromwhat planet they cone, sir,
but we're looking into it.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
(sarcastically)
| trust we're not taking this threat

lightly.

LEO
No, sir. Qur best mnds are on it.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Well, this should put themin a good
nood tonorrow.

LEO
Yes, sSir.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Al kidding aside, Leo, did you ever
in your life consider for just a
nonent that you m ght one day be
standing in this room di scussi ng,
however unlikely, the existence of
life on other planets and gaugi ng
what threat that |ife mght pose to
ours?

LEO
No, sir. But let's not worry about
it too much. There's plenty el se
going on to keep us entertained.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
That may be so, but let's just nmake
sure we don't have sonme new Orson
Wl les creating his own War of the
Wor | ds.

LEO
Yes, Sir.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
What el se?



20.

LEO
Not hi ng you need to be concerned
wth tonight, sir.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
What about Bachus, Harper and Young?

LEO
Josh is taking care of it.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
| don't particularly care for TARP
ei ther, you know, but I'ma world-
class econom st, and | can't even
tell you what's going to happen next.

LEO
We'll figure it out.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
It's all about the unknown.

LEO
Yes, sir. It is.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
"Everyone's quick to blane the alien.”

LEO
Sir?

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Aeschylus. Geek playwight. Father
of the tragedy. Just seens fitting.

LEO
Yes sir.

PRESI DENT BARTLETT
Well... good night, Leo.

LEO
Good night, M. President.

President Bartlett exits the Oval Ofice and heads toward
the residence. Leo watches himgo. He's worried.

FADE QUT:
END OF ACT ONE
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